
 I can’t believe that this school year has ended and it’s already spring vacation!  
I guess the saying, “time flies when you’re having fun,” is true!  I have already been in 
Japan for 8 months now, and my first school year (or half-school year) is over.   
 A few weeks ago, Tsu Nishi had school graduation, and it was the first time 
that I sat with the teachers and not the students!  The ceremony wasn’t particularly 
meaningful for me because I never taught any of the third year students at Tsu Nishi, 
but it was still an interesting experience.  I thought that graduation in Japan would be 
so much different from at home, but aside from the fact that the girls wore kimono and 
there was a lot of bowing, the graduation was basically the same.  I almost couldn’t 
believe it when the band played Pomp and Circumstance as the graduates were leaving 
the gym.  Pomp and Circumstance is always played at the end of graduation 
ceremonies in the US, and even if I just get the tune in my head, it makes me nostalgic 
for my junior high, high school and college graduations.  I was so surprised to hear it in 
Japan!  
 Not only are the third year students leaving, but also other teachers that I am 
used to seeing and talking to at school.  I was surprised to learn about the system of 
assignment for teachers in Japan!  Now, my good friend and coworker from the Deaf 
School will be moving to Kuwana, and one of the English teachers that made my life at 
Tsu Nishi easier will be leaving too.  I also found out that I won’t be teaching at the 
Deaf School anymore, and while I know that this will give me more time to finish my 
work and get involved at Tsu Nishi, I will definitely miss my students and coworkers 
there.  Not only the fact that people are leaving schools, but the short time period in 
which everything changes really surprises me.  I was probably the last person to be 
told about the changes, but it still seems so sudden—we find out who is leaving, and 
they’re gone!  Even so, I’m sure that these changes will bring new, interesting people 
into my school, so I have a lot to look forward to in the new school year. 
 My first few months in Japan were overwhelming while I was getting used to 
talking in front of the classroom, learning to work with the teachers and trying to 
remember students’ names.  By the time I was accustomed to my routine, the year was 
coming to a close.  I can’t imagine how I would feel if I was going home in July.  Now, I 
am looking forward to starting the new school year and knowing that I’ll be with my 
students from the beginning until the end.  I have more ideas about what to do in the 
classroom, strategies for remembering students’ names and hopefully more patience to 
work together with the Japanese teachers.  I can’t wait to get started!  


