
 Do you know how to play poker?  I only played poker for the first time last 
year, but it is a really popular card game around the world.  Poker is a game with lots 
of betting, so it’s famous for being played at casinos.  If you saw the most recent James 
Bond movie, Casino Royale, you must know a little bit about it.  I didn’t know how to 
play poker for a long time because I usually don’t play games that involve betting.  But 
this weekend was a fundraiser poker tournament, so I decided to go ahead and give it 
another try.   
 I’ve always liked to play card games.  A lot of the time that I spent at home 
during school vacations was playing card games together with my dad.  We played a lot 
of different games, but mostly two games called rummy and cribbage.  I never played 
poker with my dad.  We never gambled, even with something small, but only just 
played games for fun.  But I know a lot of people who played poker when they were 
younger, gambling with peanuts, M&Ms or something else small.   
 When my friends organized a charity poker tournament last spring, I decided 
to learn how to play.  A large group of ALTs goes on a volunteer trip to a country in 
Southeast Asia each year.  Last year they went to the Philippines and next year they 
are going to India.  They go to a poor city or town and help to build houses for local 
people who have nowhere to live.  It’s only for a week, but they try to help as much as 
they can.  Even so, there is a large program fee.  So each year there are a lot of 
fundraising events in Mie to help the people who are going on this trip.  Last spring 
was the first time they had a poker tournament and it was a lot of fun! 
 It costs about 2000 yen to play in the tournament, and that buys you a seat at a 
table.  At the beginning of the tournament, there are many tables playing the same 
game.  At the beginning, we each get 100 1-yen coins, which are used for gambling.  
Once you lose all of your 1-yen coins, you are out.  The person who wins at each table 
goes on to the final “winners” round when all of the winners play against each other at 
the final table.  In the spring, I didn’t do so well.  I was not good at gambling, and I 
was eliminated from the game early.  But this year, at the fall tournament, I had more 
experience and lasted almost until the end of my table.  I didn’t win, but I still had a 
fun time learning more about how to play the game.  
 I don’t think I will ever be a big fan of gambling.  I don’t get the allure of 
pachinko or big, expensive poker tournaments.  But once or twice a year, when there is 
a fun tournament like this for a good cause, I definitely enjoy betting my 1-yen coins on 
what I think is a good hand.   


