
 Well, it’s that time of year again—Christmas time!  As always when I live in 
Japan, I can’t believe how quickly Christmas seems to come.  Even now, although the 
weather is cold now, it only feels like autumn weather at home where I’m from.  Now in 
America, many cities are covered in ice and snow.  So no matter how many 
Christmases I spend in Japan, my mind will always be in an American mode.  Usually 
if I don’t see severe winter weather, I don’t imagine that Christmas is coming soon.  
But this year I started to notice some different signs that make me realize that 
Christmas is coming soon.   
 At Christmastime, I always get a lot of letters and packages from home.  In 
America we have the tradition, not of sending New Years cards, but of sending 
Christmas cards to our friends and acquaintances.  Most of my friends that I don’t hear 
from all year send at least a card at Christmas.  SO when I get home from work every 
day to find a letter, or two or three, in my mailbox, it is a pleasant surprise that only 
makes me think of the holidays.  It’s so different from the rest of the year when all I get 
is bills.   
 Aside from that, it is obvious when I look around that Christmas must be 
coming near.  Even in Japan, there are Christmas decorations and signs everywhere, 
but it seems so much less meaningful to me than the decorations I see at home.  But 
when I hear Christmas music, at supermarkets, on the radio or even in my own 
apartment, my mind is taken back to the days when I celebrated Christmas in the snow 
and I realize that it must be coming near.   
 Even though it is still relatively warm and I haven’t even pulled out my heavy 
winter coat yet, it makes sense to me that Christmas is in less than a week.  I am 
coming to realize that Christmas in Japan will never be like Christmas at home.  But 
it’s like a different holiday that is just as good.  When I open the Christmas cards sent 
from friends and family at home, I can still have the same happy feelings that I would 
have if I were in a colder place.  This year, I’m going to enjoy my Japanese Christmas, 
but partly because I know that I will have a short vacation in Hokkaido after New Years.  
Even though it will be in January, I’ll probably bring some Christmas music to listen to 
while I look out my window at the snow.  I hope that everyone has a happy holiday 
season, however you celebrate.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, everyone! 


