
 I think everyone knows about the big news in America lately, about the new candidates 
who want to run for president in 2008.  But do you know why there is so much news happening 
now when the election isn’t until November? 
 I learned all about the ins and outs of the American election system when I was in 
junior high school.  It was really hard to understand then because there are a lot of confusing 
details.  But now that I follow the news more closely it is a lot easier to understand.  I’ll try to 
make it simple for you.  Since there is a two-party system in American politics, each party, the 
Democrats (liberals) and the Republicans (conservatives), chooses their own candidate to put in 
the national election.  So around January and February, there are primary elections, also 
sometimes called caucuses, in which party members can choose which of the candidates they like 
the best.  Probably the most popular candidates that you have heard of this year are Hillary 
Clinton and Barack Obama for the Democrats and Mitt Romney and John McCain for the 
Republicans.  But many states have yet to have their primaries, so it is still hard to say who is 
in the lead.   
 It seems like a really backwards system.  There are many people, like myself, who don’t 
belong to either party, the Republicans or the Democrats.  I consider myself independent, 
because I want to be able to choose the person I like the most, not just the party.  So for 
independent voters, they don’t have a place in the primary election.  In many cases, the 
Democrats will pick the “most Democractic” candidate to represent their party, and the same 
with the Republicans.  In this way, there are often two candidates in the National election that 
represent two extremes.  I remember there were several candidates in the primaries 4 years ago 
that might be popular with the country as a whole, but they were not considered to be good 
representatives of that party.  This really disappoints me! 
 One candidate this year who doesn’t show this kind of extreme is John McCain.  He is a 
Republican, but there are some Democrats in Congress or the House of Representatives who 
support him in the election.  Many people say that if he becomes president, he will be very 
effective because he can work together with both parties.  I think this is something important to 
keep in mind.  There is also a lot of press and excitement about Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama.  They seem more like celebrities to me than serious politicians, but they both have 
interesting ideas and they would both represent big “firsts,” as the first woman president or the 
first black president, respectively.  
 There are many things still to be decided about the American election.  It’s still too 
soon to know who will be selected as the main candidate for each party.  And it’s too soon for me 
to decide who I like the best, too.  What impressions do you have about these candidates, if any?  
I’m looking forward to hearing what you think.   


